The Franco-Russian Conversations
which led him to "fear any serious sequel to the double
murder at Sarajevo/5 The Czar was of the same opinion,
and in the course of a long conversation with Poincare
on July 2ist he made no reference to any immediate
danger. "Not for one moment did the vision of war pass
before his eyes/' though indeed Austria's "enigmatic"
silence disturbed him a little. "But he did not say one
word which betrayed serious anxiety, nor one word
which led me to suppose that he believed in the imminence
of a European conflagration." At this moment the French
and Russians alike were still unaware of the plans and
decisions of the Central Empires.
Poincare had a conversation the same day with
Buchanan, who was also uneasy about the Vienna
mystery, and afraid of a "violent" Austrian Note to
Serbia; and he told the President of the French Republic
that Sir Edward Grey contemplated direct negotiations
between Austria and Russia. Poincare thought this method
dangerous at the moment (doubtless on the ground of
an open conflict between national susceptibilities and
individual rivalries), and would rather have seen France
and England address counsels of moderation to Vienna.(2)
He had further had a short conversation with the Serbian
Minister, Spalaikovitch, who had received "very bad"
news from Belgrade and was pessimistic; whereupon the
French President told him that France would exert her-
self to "avoid conflict."
Poincarffs Conversation with the Austrian Ambassador
But what is usually emphasized as significant is the
French   President's   conversation   with   the   Austrian
ambassador, Szapary.fe)